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A summer of celebration
at Orchard Park
It has been a jam-packed half term in
performing arts, and all of our brilliant
students have continued to impress us
with their outstanding commitment and
enthusiasm for learning.
Our KS3 students in dance have been learning
professional repertoire in Years 7 and 8, and
creating their choreographies in response to
the stimulus of Windrush in Year 9. In drama,
students have explored script work, empathy
and devising skills. Our musicians studied
keyboards in Year 7, and our Year 8 and 9
learners have been performing popular
music using instruments of their choice. At
KS4, our actors have been studying pivotal
drama practitioners, and our musicians have
been composing their songs using our new
music technology studio.
Our extra-curricular programme has been
very busy, and we have seen a considerable

increase in numbers attending clubs and
we had a fantastic trip to see Come from
Away at the theatre. In addition, our dancers
gave fantastic performances at London’s
Cadogan Hall at The Royal Academy of
Dance’s Step Live, our steel pans performed
at the Orchard Way summer fair, and we
had our on-site LAMDA exams, where our
examiner commented on how brilliant all of
our students were.
We finished the term with our summer
celebration (above and below), an evening
showcasing all of the school’s talent to a
packed audience at Stanley Arts. We laughed,
cried, and danced to the band’s cracking
performance of Uptown Funk. It has been a
wonderful year in the performing arts, and
we already have a lot of exciting plans for
2022-2023.
Miss Ongley, Head of Perming Arts

A message
from the
Headteacher
It feels wonderful to look back on our first
full year of the complete school experience
since 2020. The autumn term began with
Covid tests and understandable concerns
about life beyond bubbles. We end the
summer term with shows, trips abroad, Year
11 prom and much more.
Excellent outcomes for our students is our
most important aim, but we know that
opportunities to develop their character
and experience the wider world are often
memory making experiences. It has been a
joy to be able to bring those back. Our staff
have seized every trip, visit or extra-curricular
provision they can. Their commitment
to giving Orchard Park students the very
best has sustained through difficult times.
Equally, our young people are resilient,
ambitious and optimistic. They have shown
us that they want an excellent education
and they are glad to be challenged to be
brilliant. They have filled us with constant
pride; we love teaching them.
We also recognise that the support for all
our families is key to their success. Thank
you for everything that you do to ensure
your child gets the best out of school.
I hope the summer is exactly what you
want it to be, whether that be peaceful or
full of fun.
Ms Moran, Headteacher

Our dancers enjoyed performing at Step Live.

Our summer celebration was packed with talent.
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Character Education – July 2022
We have seen a record number of character points and badges awarded this year. A huge
well done to everyone who has filled their yellow cards up with lots of points because they
demonstrate our school values so brilliantly. We celebrated our ‘Students of the Year’ at our
Summer Celebration and here are the winners.

Equality Club
takes the lead
in celebrating
diversity
This half term, student in Equality Club
have led our Pride Month and Windrush
celebration. The group delivered an excellent
assembly to all year groups, with a focus
on celebrating the diversity in our school
community and the importance of making
sure we create the space for everyone to feel
comfortable being themselves at school.
Windrush Day was a highlight for us,
we started the day by reading a poem,
celebrated at lunch with a Caribbean lunch
menu, listened to the steel pans (above)
and had a screening of Phoenix Dance
Company’s piece Windrush by Sharon
Watson.
We also held a Pride sweet sale (below) and
used the money we raised to buy a range of
diverse books for the library.
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SUBJECT

YEAR 7 STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2022

English
Maths
Science
History
Geography
Music
Dance
Drama
Art
Computer Science
PE
RS
Photography
AYL Student of the Year
Highest CE points of the year

Niamh
Enoch
Dasko
Ben
Kamari
Eva
Cara
Hirritthik
Sophie
Alexandra B
Baillo
Lilly H
Lily M
Jayda
Daniil

SUBJECT

YEAR 8 STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2022

English
Maths
Science
History
Geography
Music
Dance
Drama
Art
Computer Science
PE
RS
Photography
Highest CE points of the year

Maisie
Indeyahna
Ethan
Kristijonas
Kethiwe
Rachael
Jude
Stanley
Scarlette
Aalliyah
Mahmood
Sameera
Spencer
Ami

SUBJECT

YEAR 9 STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2022

English
Maths
Science
History
Geography
Music
Dance
Drama
Art
Computer Science
PE
RS
Photography
AYL Student of the Year
Highest CE points of the year

Serena
Patrick
Jahmal
Rebecca
Holly
Danilo
Carly
Hassan
Morgan
Alicia
Bianca
Mariam
Abi
Serena
Hollie

SUBJECT

YEAR 10 STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2022

English
Maths
Science
History
Geography
Music
Dance
Drama
Art
Computer Science
PE
RS
Sociology
Business
Photography
AYL Student of the Year
Highest CE points of the year

Marie
George
Eren
Miya
Grace
James
Claire
Sophie
Eva
Remus
Levi
Annabelle
Aimee
Thaniyaand Jackie
Abi
Claire
Daniel B

SUBJECT

YEAR 11 STUDENT OF THE YEAR 2022

English
Maths
Science
History
Geography
Music
Dance
Computer Science
PE
Sociology
Business
AYL Student of the Year

Princess
Amelia
Mylania
Pilar and Itohan
Alim
Irene
Alex
Laksh
Faith
Millie
Will and Joshua C
Amelia

Celebrating Windrush 2022

Excellent book
presentation in
maths
When students enter their maths lessons, they
are used to thinking deeply about challenging
mathematical problems. However, in recent
months students have also been focusing on
excellently presenting their mathematical
thinking in their exercise books. The maths
team has been really proud of the outstanding
work they have seen in many students’
books. This focus on presentation will be of
great benefit to students when looking back
through their book to remind themselves
of previous topics and will support them
in carefully laying out their thinking when
answering exam questions.
We wanted to highlight a few examples of
outstanding work below that showcases the
fantastic practice Orchard Park students have
been demonstrating in their maths books.
Mr Shah, Head of Maths

Aimee, Year 10

On 22nd June, Orchard Park celebrated the fifth national Windrush Day. Our brilliant canteen
staff put on a delicious Caribbean lunch for staff and students, while the school’s steel pan band
performed for everyone.
In form time, Year 7 and 8 students were reminded about the history of the Windrush and the
first Caribbean migrants to the UK who arrived on it. Students were asked to reflect on the hugely
important contribution of the Windrush generation to life in modern Britain and wrote messages
of thanks and appreciation.
The history department ran a whole school Windrush poetry writing competition, and were
really impressed at the standard of entries. You can find the winning poem on our website here.
Congratulations to the following students:

Felicity, Year 9

First place: Yerusha Brohiri (10SAN)
Second place: Ruby King (8PAN)
Mr S Samsoondar

Reah, Year 10
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Year 7 AYL update
It has been a real pleasure to see Year 7 continue to display such a fantastic attitude towards
their studies and continue to make such positive strides as they complete their transitional
journey to secondary school. Sometimes, the highlight of my day is the lunchtime duty on the
Year 7 playground as I watch the students play a football match in a sporting manner or having
such lovely conversations with a variety of students. It has been a pleasure to continue to see
relationships being built and new friendships grow.

Year 8 get a taste
of university
Twenty five of our Year 8 students visited the
University of Sussex and participated in their
Harry Kroto Day.
Students learnt about the achievement of Nobel
Prize winner, Harry Kroto, and his contribution to
science. They also participated in workshops and
built Carbon 60 molecules. The day culminated
in a tour around the university campus and a
discussion on student life.
It was great to see that students came away from
the day optimistic about going to university
after school.
Mr Mathys, Deputy Headteacher

One of the difficulties Year 7 tutors faced at the end of each term was selecting only one student
to be tutee of the term, such was the overwhelming number of students who could have been
selected, and this fills me with immense pride. Year 7 students have delved into numerous clubs,
have displayed acts of kindness or helpfulness, collaborated well with each other and have
shown both excellence and drive in their learning. A special mention to Daniil (322), Lily M (314),
Christos (298), Sophie (291), Kamari (287), Molly (268), Charis (264), Niamh (264), Hiritthik (231)
and Emmi (215) who have demonstrated the school’s values in and outside of the classroom and
earned the most Character points this year. In addition, Justice achieved the highest number
of xp points for Sparx Maths in Year 7 and second highest in the whole school with 148,140.
Congratulations, Justice.
Some of the highlights this year include the whole year group trip to see A Midsummer Night’s
Dream at Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. Members of the public commented on how well
behaved the students were on the journey to and from the theatre. We have also had students
go to see Six the musical, attend the STEM club trip, get a ground pass to see the Wimbledon
Tennis Championships and represent the school in football, basketball, netball and athletics.
Members of Equality Club delivered a powerful assembly to their peers, Niamh read a speech
she had written in every year group assembly and we finished the year with Year 7 enjoying their
first sports day.
Finally, I have absolutely loved working with Year 7 this year and watching them grow in
confidence as the year has gone on. Every single one of them should be proud of the way they
have managed to navigate their way through their first year in secondary school. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank the students, parents and carers for your continued support and
I look forward to working with you again as the students move into Year 8.
Have a wonderful, safe and well deserved rest over the summer break.
Miss Goodwin, Year 7 Academic Year Lead

Year 8 AYL update
Debate Club
The Science Debate club engaged in a
number of current topics affecting the wellbeing of the human race, with focus on
‘Nuclear weapons’ being one of the topics of
discussion during this term.
The controversial nature of some of the topics,
allowed students to orate their well informed
and researched views passionately, while
still conducting themselves politely and in
accordance with our whole school behaviour
expectations.

Firstly, I would like to congratulate all our Year 8 students for completing their first full academic
year at secondary school. They had their last year of primary school and their first year of
secondary school disrupted by the Covid pandemic but they have come through the year
amazingly. Their drive to push through this year with resilience and their pursuit of excellence
is commendable.
This year, students took part in the Brilliant Club’s Scholars’ Programme which culminated in
them writing an essay about literary theories in a two thousand word essay. I am pleased to
announce that Seiyer achieved a first class pass, with Georgia and Hyah both achieving 2-1s.
Their hard work was rewarded with a graduation ceremony at the University of London. All
students felt that participating in the programme has developed their skills in academic writing
and research.
I would like to say well done to: Farrell on his first place at the national School’s Athletics;
Emmanuella for having the highest number of Sparx XP points in the school; Ami for having
the highest number of character points in the year group and to the dance company for their
fantastic performance that Cadogan Hall.

Well done to Kamari, Andra, Anastasia, Abigael,
Kasia, Danilo, Zakaria, Hassan, Oliver and
Landon for their contributions to the club.

Having spent this year with Year 8, I am most proud of the maturity they have developed over
the year. I want to wish them a great summer holiday and I look forward to seeing them in
September, when I know they will be even more amazing.

Science Team

Mr Mathys, Year 8 Academic Year Lead
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Year 9 AYL update
We are delighted to have ended this term on a high note. I would like to thank our esteemed
parents, teachers and the students who have made it possible. Year 9 students have worked
extremely hard, especially during the recent assessment window, in preparation for the beginning
of GCSEs next year. Year 9 students adapted very well to the expectations and procedures that
need to be implemented for public examinations. It was an opportunity for students to trial out
some revision techniques for various exams and find out the most productive ways for them to
revise. Year 9 teachers were very pleased with the results of the year group. The revision clearly
paid off – well done, Year 9.
This term has had many exciting events which are aimed at developing our students holistically.
One of the highlights was our whole school sports day, in which we saw excellence, collaboration
and an amazing team spirit from all the Year 9 tutor groups. A massive well done to the Year 9
winners (9NEWTON) who performed phenomenally.
It has been amazing to see so many Year 9 students attending Character clubs this academic
year. This was reflected in the amount of bronze and silver badges achieved across the year
group. I would like to say a special well done to Hollie (9Hol), Laurelle, Rasheyan, Andra and
Nadia who achieved the highest CE points for their tutor groups this academic year.
It has been a privilege working with this year group throughout the year. The progress and
individual growth of the students has been a pleasure to witness. I look forward to continuing
our journey to success in Year 10 and I hope you all have a restful summer break.
Mr Latouche, Year 9 Academic Year Lead

Year 10 AYL update
It has been a busy term for Year 10, preparing for and sitting PPEs. They have shown a huge
sense of resilience and self discipline; even more so than normal. We are so impressed with the
level of maturity that the students went into the exam period with - may this long continue into
Year 11.
During one week, the year group supported each other in looking after an animal mascot –
Chucky the beetle! A special thank you to Georgeet who helped to look after the insect and
gave it a good home.
A number of our Year 10 students have been on school trips in Geography and in PE, which
included a flight abroad – thank you to all the staff that helped to make this happen for the
students; I know they appreciate it. Year 10 have also had a ‘healthy relationships’ workshops this
term which helped to build on their PSHE knowledge and gave students an opportunity to ask
questions and learn new things. Thank you to the staff that organised this.
It has been an incredible privilege to be the AYL for them throughout this academic year, where
they have focused on being the best version of themselves and we look forward to our sports
day at the end of term, as well as moving into their final year at Orchard Park - Year 10 genuinely
are champions.
A massive thank you to all the staff, as well as parents and carers that have supported the
students through this year.’
Ms Ferigan, Year 10 Academic Year Lead

“Once you learn to read you will be
forever free.” – Frederick Douglass
Read as much as you can over the holidays!

Year 11 AYL
update
The summer term marked the end of Year
11’s journey here at Orchard Park. As they get
ready to embark on their next stage of life,
we were delighted to have celebrated with
them at their prom. This was held at Farleigh
Golf Course on 13th July and we loved seeing
every one of them there and may I say, they all
looked amazing.
Our Year 11 students had an exceptional
attitude to their GCSEs. I was utterly thrilled with
their behaviour, commitment and dedication to
pushing themselves right to the very end. I have
felt incredibly proud to lead this year group
through their final school year here.
We wish you all the best and we look forward
to hearing how you are getting on in your own
individual pathways.
Have a well-rested and enjoyable summer.
Ms Walsh, Year 11 Academic Year Lead
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:
GCSE Results Day –
Thursday 25th August 2022
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Science department news...
Year 5 enrichment activities
The science department organised a range of science enrichment activities for Year 5 students
from our local primary school. These students enjoyed an exercise in alchemy, by turning copper
coins into gold.

STEM club
Our STEM club was well attended by a
vibrant and cheerful group of budding young
scientists. They all took part in many activities
ranging from planning and carrying out their
own experiments, to attempts at solving real
life problems. Well done to Scarlette (right)
for designing and making a soap dispenser
machine, for a community living in rural Kenya.

STEM in Action Day
On the 23rd June 2022, our students had first-hand experience of science in the real world
and the application of STEM subjects the real world. The highlight of the session was when
Jude (a Year 8 student) went up to the podium to represent our school, during an insect tasting
challenge in ‘The Future of Food’ session. Our students were enthralled and left the venue
inspired and motivated.

Science Club

Sports Day 2022
Sports Day this year took place on Friday 15th
July and was held at Croydon Athletics Arena,
a professional 400m, 8 lane track that caters
for all disciplines.
On the day, all students were allowed to enter
up to three individual events, in addition to
the mixed team 4x100m relay. It was so lovely
to see how well the Orchard Park students
conducted themselves, how enthusiastic they
were and to see the talent of our students on
display.
Stand out performers include Dilinas (Year
7) who achieved gold in both shot put and
javelin, Grace (Year 8) winning the 200m run
and long jump, Farrell (Year 8) achieving a
new school record over 100m, Nathan (Year 9)
beating everyone in both the 100m and 200m
race and Jada (Year 10) who jumped her way
into gold for long jump and high jump.

Our Science Club has brought together students to conduct fun and engaging scientific
experiments every Friday lunch time. Our budding young scientists have dissected lamb’s
hearts, extracted DNA from fruit, built bridges and towers and have made pure salts crystals
from rock salt.

RICs workshop
The Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) conducted a workshop on Sustainability in the
Built environment with Year 10 students. Students learnt the importance of Chartered Surveying
in the world and had the chance to embark on the first phase of a sustainability challenge. The
challenge guided students to create a new entertainment venue, focusing on creative elements,
properties and sustainability. Registered students were invited to continue with this challenge in
their own time, with the opportunity to win work experience with a company.
A motivational speaker was also invited to address students on life skills involving entrepreneurship.
The speaker identified entrepreneurship skills that students could gather from studying certain
subjects at school.
Science Team

After an exciting day of competition, the
winning tutor groups were:
•
•
•
•

Year 7 - Pankhurst
Year 8 - Sancho
Year 9 - Newton
Year 10 - Newton (pictured above)

The PE department would like to congratulate
all the student athletes and thank the staff
who helped make the day a success.
Miss L Hansford, Head of PE
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Orchard Park students
take Spain by storm!
Over the May half term, 46 students along with four members of staff, attended the much
anticipated Spain sports tour to Lloret de Mar, near Barcelona. Miss Goodwin, Miss Walsh, Miss
Hansford and Mr Latouche took students from Year 8, 9 and 10 to compete in the annual sports
school competition, organised by tour company, Absolute Travel and Tours.
Throughout the week, students participated in coaching sessions held by professionals and
played fixtures against other British schools in football and netball. All of the teams were involved
in highly competitive fixtures against other schools with some very impressive performances
and results on display. Highlights include convincing wins for the under 13 boys’ football, who
came home with a trophy, some hotly contested games for the under 15 boys’ football and
some fantastic commitment from both the girls’ football and netball teams.

Down time
Having played so well in the heat, the students took the opportunity to cool down in the
swimming pool at the hotel and there was always excitement for the evening activity where
we would visit the town centre to play mini golf, compete on the bumper cars at the Magic Park
arcade and pop into the local shops to haggle the price of a souvenir to take home.
We also had the opportunity to spend the day in Barcelona, where we toured the incredible
Camp Nou stadium, home of Barcelona FC, as well as explore the famous Las Ramblas with its
range of shops. One of the highlights of the trip was visiting the Water World water park in Lloret
de Mar on the last day, where the students enjoyed the thrill of a number of rides without too
much of a queue.

Awards
We held our own awards ceremony on Wednesday evening as each student took home a medal
and eight students won the teacher award for impressing with their positive attitude, kindness
to others and helpfulness, amongst other things. Well done to Jude, Riley, Regan, Bianca,
Mariam, Makai, Archie and Sammy.
Aside from playing sports and touring, the students were also challenged by the teachers for their
conduct on the trip. Students gained points for carrying equipment, helping others, kindness,
making teachers laugh, winning player of the match and also lost points for being late to a
meeting time, forgetting their belongings, using their phone at the dinner table and many more.
It was a keenly contested competition by everyone, and was eventually won by Mariam, who was
awarded her trophy on the journey home and received some ASOS vouchers from the teachers.
After a long journey back to the UK, each student and staff member on the trip arrived home full
of some exciting stories to tell about the amazing time they had.
I would like to say a massive thank you to all of the students and staff who made this an
enjoyable week. It was action packed and will provide some lasting memories. After the success
of this year’s trip, plans are already underway for a return to Lloret de Mar next year.
Miss L Hansford, Head of PE
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TERM DATES

Summer sports update
As far as the PE department is concerned, the summer term is the best time of the year. It is
always a pleasure to see so many students enjoying PE in the sunshine, the focus of the extracurricular clubs switches to cricket, rounders, tennis and athletics and allows for all students to
participate at sports day. Highlights include a school trip to see the professionals in action at
Wimbledon, the Borough of Croydon athletics competitions and an international sports tour to
Spain (see page 7), with a trophy to show for it.

Croydon athletics
Every year, the students in Croydon are invited to compete in athletics against each other. There
are over 20 schools in attendance and the students have to make it through qualifying heats and
then finals to place for a medal. This year we had over 80 students represent Orchard Park with
the following students celebrated (pictured above):
Levi (Year 10) – long jump – bronze medal
Bianca (Year 9) – 800m – bronze medal
Alicia (Year 9) – discus – bronze medal
Nathan (Year 9) – 300m – bronze medal
Tianna (Year 9) – 100m – Silver medal
Andrei (Year 9) – discus – bronze medal
Jahmal (Year 9) – high jump – bronze medal
Mahmood (Year 8) – 1500m – Silver medal
Farrell (Year 8) – 100m – gold medal
Deborah (Year 7) – 100m – bronze medal
Esther (Year 7) – 100m – bronze medal
Jayda (Year 7) – 200m – gold medal
As a result of these successes, a record number of students were selected to represent Surrey
at the next level of competition, with Andrei placing third in the discus and Farrell coming in
first place in the 100m race. A special mention must go out to Farrell (pictured above) as the
only student invited to the English Schools Athletics Championships, the highest level of school
athletics held, but also due to his amazing achievement in winning gold in the 4 x 100m relay.

Wimbledon Tennis Championships

AUTUMN TERM 2022
INSET DAY – Thursday 1st September
Y7 and Y11 return – Friday 2nd September
All students return – Monday 5th
September
Half term holiday
Monday 17th October to Friday 28th
October
Last day of autumn term – Friday 16th
December
Christmas holiday
Monday 19th December to Friday 30th
December
SPRING TERM 2023
Monday 2nd January to 10th February
Half term holiday
Monday 13th February to Friday 17th
February
Last day of spring term – 31st March
Easter holiday
Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April
Easter Weekend
7th April to Monday 10th April
SUMMER TERM 2023
Monday 17th April to Friday 26th May
May Day bank holiday
Monday 1st May
Half term holiday
Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June
Last day of summer term
Friday 21st July
* School training days – five to be decided

We would like to congratulate the students who were selected to attend the rewards trip to
Wimbledon Tennis Championships (pictured below). They demonstrated excellence in PE
lessons and also represented the school in numerous sporting fixtures this year. Our students
sat court side and watched some of the men’s singles matches and mixed doubles matches.
They also watched the thrilling men’s doubles quarter final on Henman Hill.

Proud to be
part of the

Miss L Hansford, Head of PE

Orchard Park High School
Orchard Way
Croydon
Surrey CR0 7NJ
Telephone: 020 8776 0220
Fax: 020 8777 3904
Email: admin@orchardparkhigh.net
www.orchardparkhigh.co.uk
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